292. LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS
gape town,
March 13, 1914
MY DEAR CHARLIE,
I had your ocean post message as also cable from London.
There was also Reuter's cable giving the gist of your interview
with Reuter's agent.1 I have expanded your ocean letter and sent
it to I[ndian] 0[pinion].2 I took the liberty of omitting Mrs. Gan-
dhi and Manilal because they are your own. I omitted Kallen-
bach, Polak, and West because their names did not seem to me to
fit in with the others. Perhaps you will make time to write to
them individually if you have not done so already. Regarding
the omission of the last three, I am not decided in my judgment.
In such cases I obey the first instinct.
I do hope you had a nice time with your people. For the last
two weeks I have felt like writing a letter to your dear -father,
but I did not know whether it might not be considered presump-
tuous—I could still write, of course* I shall abide by your judg-
ment and if I may write, please let me have Mr, Andrews' foil
name.
Mrs. Gandhi was near death's door last week. I have there-
fore done hardly anything else save nursing her during the last
10 days. She rallied 2 days ago and the improvement continues.
Owing to the illness I have been obliged to remain at home.
I had a chat today with Sir Benjamin. He tells me the report
has been shown to him and that it is on the whole good* But as
you know we may not accept his verdict.
1 The interview took place on March 10, after Andrews arrived in London.
He was accorded a reception by Indians, led by Sarojini Naidu, the poetess.
The report stated that: ** . , . Mr. Andrews extolled the chivalrous patriotism
of Mr. Gandhi, during the railway strike, in calling off the passive resis-
tance movement so as not to embarrass the Government. He also extolled the
heroism and endurance of the Tnd'^s^ and the generous and fairminded treat-
ment of himself by the Union Government
"He said he was immensely impressed with General Botha's sterling
character and simplicity, and added that General Botha had assured him that
he would do whatever he could to act justly by the Indians/*
2The message, despatched on March I, conveyed Andrews' thanks to
friends in South Africa. It was published in Indian Opinion, 18-3*1914.

